First Sunday After Epiphany

January 10, 2021

St John's Reformed Church of Loysburg

Rev. Dr. David M. Meckley, Pastor

Scripture: Luke 12:49-53

Message: How Great Is My Distress
Call To Worship: (Matthew 11:28-30)
Jesus says, "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened and I will give you rest."

O Lord, we turn unfilled to you again.

Jesus says, "Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."

Our souls are restless until we find our rest in you.

Collect: 

Prayer of Confession: Heavenly Father, God of all compassion, I confess my need for Your Spirit to fill me and to work through my life. I confess that I have sinned and fallen short of Your perfect will. Forgive the sins of my youth, and the sins of my age; the sins of my soul and the sins of my body; my secret and whispering sins, the sins I have done to please myself and the sins I have done to please others. Rather than let my life be stalled in regret or frozen in fear, let the warmth of Your forgiving love in Christ Jesus put me back on the path to true life. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

Apostles Creed

Children’s Moment
Prayer of Dedication

Heidelberg Catechism: Lord’s Day 25
Q & A 65

65 Q. You confess that by faith alone you share in Christ and all his blessings: where does that faith come from?

65 A. The Holy Spirit produces it in our hearts by the preaching of the holy gospel, and confirms it through our use of the holy sacraments.

66 Q. What are sacraments?

66 A. Sacraments are holy signs and seals for us to see. They were instituted by God so that by our use of them he might make us understand more clearly the promise of the gospel,

and might put his seal on that promise. And this is God’s gospel promise: to forgiven our sins and give us eternal life

by grace alone because of Christ’s one sacrifice finished on the cross.

67 Q. Are both the word and the sacraments then intended to focus our faith on the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross as the only ground of our salvation?

67 A. Right! In the gospel the Holy Spirit teaches us and through the holy sacraments he assures us that our entire salvation rests on Christ’s one sacrifice for us on the cross.

68Q. How many sacraments did Christ institute in the New Testament?

68 A. Two: baptism and the Lord's supper.

Pastoral Prayer

Scripture: Luke 12:49-53

Message: How Great Is My Distress
Benediction
Recommended Hymns: 

Opening hymn "Jesus Shall Reign" https://youtu.be/rcHXOnKZ3ME
Meditation Hymn "Change My Heart O God" https://youtu.be/DwudqCO7mSQ
Closing hymn "When I see the Blood" https://youtu.be/n-imaWjM1cM
Sunday Online Worship 9:30 AM
David Meckley - YouTube
Announcements
11 AM - Adult Sunday school online. Here is the link to join us: meet.google.com/sti-ewmt-aik​

We will discuss Heidelberg Catechism Question and Answer 54

54 Q.  What do you believe concerning the ‘holy catholic Church’?
A.  I believe that the Son of God, through his Spirit and Word, out of the entire human race, from the beginning of the world to its end, gathers, protects, and preserves for himself a community chosen for eternal life and united in true faith. 
And of this community I am and always will be a living member.

55 Q.  What do you understand by ‘the communion of saints’?
A.  First, that believers one and all, as members of this community, share in Christ and in all his treasures and gifts. 
Second, that each member should consider it his duty to use his gifts readily and cheerfully for the service and enrichment of the other members.

Thursday, January 14 7PM – Consistory meets downstairs. 

