Tenth Sunday After Pentecost
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Rev. Dr. David M. Meckley, Pastor

Message: Teach Us To Pray
Scripture: Luke 11:1-4
Call to Worship (Psalm 111):

Praise the Lord!
I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart,
In the company of the upright, in the congregation.
Great are the works of the Lord,
Full of splendor and majesty is His work,
And His righteousness endures forever.
He sent redemption to His people; 
He has commanded His covenant forever.
Holy and awesome is His name!
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;
All those who practice it have a good understanding.
His praise endures forever!
Prayer of Confession: Answer me when I call to You, O my righteous God. Give me relief from my distress; be merciful to me and hear my prayer. How long will humanity turn Your glory into shame? How long will Your people love delusions and seek false gods? In my anger I have sinned; though You continue to search my heart for love. Forgive me, O Lord, and help me to follow Your teaching and live a life that is pleasing to You, so that Your face may once again shine upon me. In Jesus' Name, amen.
Heidelberg Catechism: Lord’s Day 45

116 Q.  Why do Christians need to pray?

116 A.  Because prayer is the most important part
of the thankfulness God requires of us.
And also because God gives his grace and Holy Spirit
only to those who pray continually and groan inwardly,
asking God for these gifts and thanking him for them.

117 Q.  How does God want us to pray so that he will listen to us?

117 A.  First, we must pray from the heart to no other than the one true God, who has revealed himself in his Word, asking for everything he has commanded us to ask for. 
Second, we must acknowledge our need and misery, hiding nothing, and humble ourselves in his majestic presence.

Third, we must rest on this unshakable foundation: even though we do not deserve it, God will surely listen to our prayer because of Christ our Lord. That is what he promised us in his Word.

118 Q.  What did God command us to pray for?

118 A.  Everything we need, spiritually and physically, as embraced in the prayer Christ our Lord himself taught us.

119 Q.  What is this prayer?

119 A.  Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our debts,
As we also have forgiven our debtors; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
