Ninth Sunday After Pentecost
August 2, 2020 
St John's Reformed Church of Loysburg
Rev. Dr. David M. Meckley, Pastor
Message: Mary and Martha
Scripture: Luke 10:38-42
Call to Worship (Psalm 143:1, 5-6, 8, 10)

Hear my prayer, O Lord; give ear to my pleas for mercy!
In Your faithfulness listen to my plea, and in Your righteousness answer me. 
I remember the days of old; I meditate on all that You have done; 

I ponder the work of Your hands.
I stretch out my hands to You; 

My soul thirsts for You like a parched land. 

Let me hear in the morning of Your steadfast love, 

For in You I trust.
Make me know the way I should go, 

For to You I lift up my soul.

Teach me to do Your will, for You are my God!
Let Your good Spirit lead me on level ground!

Prayer of Confession: Lord Jesus, we hear Your invitation, but we admit we have been too busy to pray, too anxious to stop and listen for Your voice, too afraid to let go of what is comfortable and familiar, too proud to admit we don't know what we don't know. Like the tax collector beating his breast and weeping at a distance, we, too, cry out: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. Thank You for hearing us when we cry out to You; for running to embrace us and welcoming us back into Your Presence. Thank You for Your mercy and forgiveness to us in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whose Name we pray, Amen.

Heidelberg Catechism: Lord’s Day 7
20 Q.
Are all men saved through Christ just as all were lost through Adam?

20 A.  No. Only those are saved who by true faith are grafted into Christ and accept all his blessings.

21 Q.  What is true faith?

21 A.  True faith is not only a knowledge and conviction that everything God reveals in his Word is true; it is also a deep-rooted assurance, created in me by the Holy Spirit through the gospel that, out of sheer grace earned for us by Christ, not only others, but I too, have had my sins forgiven, have been made forever right with God, and have been granted salvation.

22 Q.  What then must a Christian believe?

22 A.  Everything God promises us in the gospel. That gospel is summarized for us in the articles of our Christian faith– a creed beyond doubt, and confessed throughout the world.
23 Q.  What are these articles?

23 A.  I believe in God, the Father, almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; I believe a holy catholic church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.

Prayer List Updates

Our sympathy to Julie Russell upon the death of her uncle Paul Lear on July 18. 

Scot Myhr's mother's funeral was Saturday in Iowa.
Jean (Clapper) Laughlin passed away July 28. 
Becky Hrvatin, Lauren Sell's friend, is a new mother of twins.  Caleb is home from the N-ICU. He will be on a feeding tube until they can perform corrective surgery at age 1. Aiden was found unresponsive Monday morning & is being tested for a seizure. 

Carol Heinlein speech, limbs 

David Snyder is undergoing tests. 
Peg Crawford was unable to have surgery. In need of prayer. 
Upcoming Events
Tue. Aug 4 is deadline to order pizzas/subs to support the Cove Community Theater. They are raising funds to refurbish the former United Methodist Church. Orders will be delivered August 13. Sign up on Welcome Table. 
Thur. Aug 13, 7 PM Consistory meets downstairs

Fri-Sat Aug 14 & 15, 9 AM – 2 PM Clothing Give-Away at Woodbury Community Center. Sponsored by Woodbury Church of the Brethren.
Sunday In-Person Worship 9:30 AM
For those who choose not to attend: Online available 9:30 AM at:
St John's Reformed Church Group Facebook Page

Dave Meckley Facebook Page

Church website: https://www.sjrcl.org/live-stream-1
Audio: https://www.sjrcl.org/sermon-messages 
