Eighth Sunday After Pentecost
July 26, 2020 
St John's Reformed Church of Loysburg
Rev. Dr. David M. Meckley, Pastor
Message: The Good Samaritan
Scripture: Luke 10:21-37
Call to Worship (Isaiah 55:6-9, 12):

Seek the Lord while He may be found;
Call on Him while He is near.
Let the wicked forsake his way
And the unrighteous man his thoughts.
Let him turn to the Lord, and He will have compassion on him
And to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.
“For My thoughts are not your thoughts,
Neither are your ways My ways,” declares the Lord.
“As the heavens are higher than the earth,
So are My ways higher than your ways
And My thoughts than your thoughts.
For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace;

Prayer of Confession: Heavenly Father, we would like to think that we have been good and faithful disciples, following Your way. But we know in our hearts the many ways in which we have turned our backs on You and rejected Your will for us. Like ancient Israel, we too erect idols and worship them, only to discover they are shallow and leave us empty. We wonder what went wrong. Remind us of Your word of truth, which we do know. Give us the will to embrace Your truth and follow Your way. Heal our wayward actions and attitudes. Forgive us and equip us to again be Your disciples, offering hope and peace to your hurting and wounded world. In Jesus’ Name we pray, Amen.

Heidelberg Catechism: Lord’s Day 6
Q&A 16
Q. Why must the mediator be truly human and truly righteous?
A. God’s justice demands it: man has sinned, man must pay for his sin; but a sinner can not pay for others.

Q&A 17, Q. Why must the mediator also be true God?
A. So that, by the power of his divinity, he might bear the weight of God’s wrath in his humanity and earn for us and restore to us righteousness and life.
Q&A 18, Q. And who is this mediator—true God and at the same time a truly human and truly righteous?
A. Our Lord Jesus Christ, who was given us to set us completely free and to make us right with God.

Q&A 19, Q. How do you come to know this?
A. The holy gospel tells me. God Himself began to reveal the gospel already in Paradise; later he proclaimed it by the holy patriarchs and prophets and foreshadowed it by the sacrifices and other ceremonies of the law; and finally he fulfilled it through his own dear Son.
